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WESTMINSTER ABBEY.

By MATTHEW F. MAURY,

Tagk In{n the dim and dutky preclnets
of thu: past extend the afinnls of West-
iminster - Abbay, Lngland‘a royal butlal
place, and coronatlon hall, whera repoat
the nshes of unnumbered mighly dead,

' where from Normin Willlam Lo Hdward
Vil, BHritlsh goverclgns, seated un the
Blone of Scone, were Invested with the
symbols of dominion,

What Ume upoh the Isle of Thorne In
T hamnes mid-slream, Apolio's Temple tell,

where lny (he bones of inythieal Bladud
of Dath! op legendary Luclus, founder ot
i Peler's hers) of Bnxon Eoberl's burlul
¥n this sacred goll, ure mallers tmuch ob-
weurer {n mists of ancient history. 1o
Iedward the Confessor, lest of Haxon ling
ing firey of Narman, belopga the honor
of rounding Westniltistar Abbey, impelled
Lhereto by his vow Lo visit L Peler's
Erive At Rome, from which the Pope re-
teased him on eondition of hia erecting
Lin: hls own land o memorial to that esink
W hial maore fiting slte thin the rulned
Buxoh edifice, benring the Aposile’s name
in the Thorny lsle, on tha busom of the
lordly Thames, hard by the goowing elty,
wni blessod with a sandy, healthful soll
and aweel springs of pure walerl Leg-
cnds galore cluater about the foundation
sull“The Colleglute Church of 8t Petery’”
wa firet It wou called. Suffiee the facl,
thit Afteen years In bullding, apon It wiy
epent one-tenth of the property aof Lhe
Kingdom' to mike |t a marvel of Ity kind.
Yot genreely was Lhe sacred edifice dedi-
caled ore the royal founder succumbed. Lo
Lh] Mlekners on the Gth of Jianusry,
10665, and himself Hes burled In the ecenire
©rthe great memorial, i

Such s the story of the foundation of
tho stately edifice; upon whose massive
Lowers and overwhelniing bulk the visl
10r, mindrul of {ls great antiquity, gazcs
{n revercnt awe. '“T'he  vost  political
pageants, of which it has been  Lhe
thoatre, the dust of tha most worldly
Yoid side by side with the dust of the
muosy rulntly, the wrangles of dlvines or
stutesmen, which have disturbed Its sa-
cred peace, the clish of arms which have
pursucd fugltive warrlors und pines into
the shides of lts sancluary, even tho
trices of Westminster, boys who have
played In fts cloleters and inscribed their
Cpiumes o 1e walls, belong to the tstory
uf the Abbey no less:Lthan Its venerable
Leauly, Jts golétn services and Its lofty
L nspirations,'! A

Once within Lhe sacred plle the strang-
er's wandeping steps lend Lo Poet's Cor-
ner, whith occuples the end of ‘the soulh-
cin transepl, ‘'l have always obaerved,”
vwrites Washington Irving, ‘that the viai
tors to the Abbey remain’ longest about
the glmple memorlals In Doe'’s Corner.
A kinder and fonder fecling takes “the
place of thut cold curlosity or vagoe ad-
iniration with which they gnze on the
eplendld monuments of the. great and the
“lerole. They linger nbout these as about
i tombs of (riends and companions.”™

Y'rom A single’ lumb—that ‘of Geoftrey
Ciduter in the yeur 1400—the spot derlves
{ae orlgin of Its pecullar glory. Favorite
of  [ichiard 1L, whoge’ good-will Tlenry
1V, his suecessor contlnued, Choucer was

in il sense a membér of the Royal House. I

1:#1d, nt the time of his death oceupying
i tepement within the precinels of the
Albey,
jose for his remalns at the enlranece to
£i. Benediel’s Chapel,  where function-
fries nf the Monastery were begloning
t0 be interred, Orlglnally  only w pliln
sint muorked the grave, even 'this belng
gawn up when Dryden’s monument was
croeted, and It wag not for one hundred
sod ity years—untill the relgn of Ed-
ward CVE=that the=peesent  tomb. wah
raised, conialning orlginally a porerail
of the poot, now repluced by .a painted
window above 'with hls medalilen’ and
‘fcenes from hig Hle and posms. 1
Thither wns borne FEdmund Bpenser
first- pf thalt splendig  golaxy of Elbza-
VLethan poels who graced her Golden
1telgn: What a funeral coriege, in which
sttended Beaumont,  Fletcher, Jonson,
and in all probabllity - Shakespeare him-
clf, "The grent Spenser keeps Lue entry
of the ghurch' {n a plain stone tomb, but
his works are more glorfous than all the
marbles apd Lrass monuments wi..n'
Loud was tne cry that the Bard of
Avon should And his resting place—when
ha dled In® the year *16lG—among such

goodly company;. but he lles buried nt
Strarford. Whe Indced could read the
poet's  own  apathema on .any: Whn

should move his bones or dig his dust,"
and have the temerity to disturh his resy?
Telnted recognition’ of his genfus, how!
cver, in' the ‘following eentury—in (1740—
yprompted the erection of hie statue in the
udjacent nisle,

Ben Johnsan's title to interment In the
Ahbey was, by virtue of youth and old
azme allke, connected with Wwestminsler,
Teing born In the nelghborhood, educated
At the achool, and his last years spent
under the shadow of 8t Margaret's
Church close by, It 18 sald he' petitioned
1<ing Charles 1. on. one ocensjon for o
boon, What!is L7 sald the king. “Glve
me clghteen inches of sguare grounds.
syrhere?!  asked the king. In. West-
minster Abbey,” replled Johnson, This
15 one explanation of the story that ha
was burfed standing uprlght.. Another 1s
1hat he: might be the more ready for
{he resurrection, He: lles in. the north
aisle of the nave, with thls Inseription on
him, In a pavement square of blue mar-
ble: ‘O, Tare Ben: Johngon!" To-day the
ktone ls fitted Into the wall, while Lhe
medalllon in Peel’a Corner Immediatejy
ndjolns Spenser’s, By a mistake of the
seulplor the buttons were set on the left
gida of the coal, Hence this eplgram:
u(y, rara Ben Johnson—what, a turncoat

grown!
Thou ne'er wast such till clad In stone;

You can expect the best shoe In

town - at ' this price—mads = by
Queen Quality Factory at a say-
ing of 0o per pair; especial styles
for temchers mpnd girls golng away
to school.! '

~ ECONOMY

Shoe and Stocking Store,
#11 Broad, 16540 ‘Main 5t,
+ Majl orders [lled  proinptly,
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which clreumstance secured re-f

<
Then lel not this dlsturb thy sprite,
Anothor age shall set thy huttm?n rIE;hL"

The slmple busl and pedestal of Johh
Dryden rdrk the spiot long regarded as
the moet Inleresting in Poet's Corner. 1n
stnta his “deserving rellques' lay In the
Collegd of Phyklelans, There on Lha 14th
of May, 1700, n Latin eulogy was pro-
nounced by Slr Hamuel Garth, himaelf at
Em'u n poel and physiclan, and Lhenee

an nhundanee of quality In theif coaches
and slx’ horses” accompanied the hearse
wilh Funetal musie, singing nn ode of ¢
Horace, and, the falher of modern English
poetry waa inid altnost In tha very sepil
ohra. of Chaucer, the falher of anclént
Engllah  poetry, whose graveslone was
nctually enwn nsunder to make room. fol
Liryden's monument.

Opposlte ts Lho hist of Bhadwall, victim
of Dryden’s bltlerest sallrs, Of him the
latier wrole:

“OLhors 1o some falnt meaning moke pre-
lence,
' But Bhadwell never deviates Into sense.'’

Time wan that the great John Mlilton's
name could not be engraved on the wnlls
of Westminater Abbey—so ) hilter was
Royalist  feellng, Years passed, and In
every Engllah heart aroxe that sense of |
admiration ‘which culminated in the eree-
tion |y 1737 of Lhe monument in that Hall
of Famoe to him, whosa name was once
conslderad n pollutlon of Its walls. Buch
Is the trlumph of Lthe force of truth and
genlus, Bimilar  homags was at  this
tline pald to, Bhakespeare's memory by
the placing of his statue in Poet's Cor-
ner, with an Inseription from the tempest
which ecertadnly well fAts |ta application
vnder the shadow of the “cloudeapt tow-
ers,'" Lhe porgeous palaces and the solemn
temples' of Weatminster,

About these brilllant stars cluster, llke
antellites, the lesser names of literature

\
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Babington, Lord Macaulay, at the fest of
Jugaplt. Addison, whore charactet | and
genlus nona had painied as hej of that
other profound admirer of the "“Specta-
tor,” tha peeriosa novellst, Willilam Mako-
peace Thaskeray; of Charles Diekens, upon
whose grave flowera wers slrown by un-
kitown handa, Lears wera shed hy the poor
and humble who loved him llving and
who motirfied him dend; and of many an=
pther Lngllsh’' name of letlers “and of
ienrnlng  wWhose nshes  here fepose In
Britain's great Valhallal
MATTHEW F, MAURY:
Ashevilie, N, €

SNEAKERS.

Man New to Woods Discovers

Their Usefulness and Comfort.

YSnoakers,” snld the man back from
the woods, “that's whitt you want, Aredk-
“Not thal everybody has them, We
found plenty of people walking the trails
In leather shoes, and, as o matler of
facl, thal's what 1 would have dono my-
self 1t my frlend, who knew o heap more
abouti Buch things than did, hadn't
warned me lo get snedakers, You waht
the sneakers hlg onough, biit hot too long;
no long enu aticking eut In front of your
toes (o calch in things na you walk, The
zoles of leather shoes Zoon wear smooth
inithe woods, and (f tho trails are dry you

slip on leaves and pine ncedles dnd twlga

and rools, and your hard heels, of course,
don't glve you an yfoothold whatever; but
sneakers, with thelr fexible rubber soles
extending the whole length ‘of Lhe fooly
and their equally flexible cloth Lops, per-
nilt the foot tha freest play, und permit
istmlt]o settie and grip on whatever you

vAnd with sneakers you can, so to
speal, wrap your feet aound the logs you
have ta walk In crossing brooks and mor-
ghy spote, and there's nothing llke them
for ellmblng and walking down hllls, nnd
£o sneakers are the thing for comfort
and eafety. Of course th e ls all‘old to
people dccustomed 1o them, but, as I
snid, we found plenty of people walking
the trails In leather shows, not yet know-
Ing the comfort and usefulness of snenk-
era. My friend {ella me that there's a
scrt of moceasin that Ia bettér for walk-
Ing than sneakers, and that may be, but
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WESTMINSTER ABBEY.
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and éong. Nicholus ' Ilowe, whose widow’s

Erief:

“With tears Inscribes  thiz= monumental
stone,

That m‘a!dn thy, ashes. and expects her

own,

yet who within the year marrjed Colonel
Deane! St. Lyremonde, patriarch ofithe
wits of Charles IL's relgn; Brown, the
satlrfst and essayist. Il ;

Only in the last century’ appeared in
Poet's Corner the image of the great Mr,
Addisen, Bkilfully’ graven, representing
him, as we concelve him, clig in his
dressing gown' and freed from® his wig,
atepplng from the parlor at Chelsea into
the Lrim litle garden, in onc bhand the
necount  of the ,Bverlastlng. Club  just
finished for the next day's Spectator.

In great state his coffin was placod be-
side that ot s friend and patron, Mon-
tague, Harl of Hallfax, In the vault of
Henry V1L'8 chapel, At dead of nignt
the body, which hud laln In state In the
Terusalem  Chambor,  wag borne to the
Abbey. By torchlight the procession
moved roung the shrine of Bt Edward
and the graves of the Plantagencis ta the
spot sclected, Al the head of the vauil
stood Bishop Atterbury In his prelate’s
robes, about him grouped the Westmins-'
ter scholars, with thelr white tapers dimiy
llghting up the fluted alsle, Bo passed to
his rest tha unsullled statesman and ac-
complighed scholar!

Here, too, o Matthew Prior, who had
the temerity [ to rebuke louls XIV. of
France, to whom he replied at Versallles:
“I represent a king, who ot only fights
battles, hut wins them."

John Gay, the author of the Fables,
upon whosa stone nppear these words:
“Life |5 a fest, apd all things show it}

I thought it once, but now I know It.'"

Thomas Gray, though burled at Stoke
Pogls, which he has rendered immorial
by hls Elegy, has liere iz memorial near
Mllton, X i

In the Historleal Alsle, ns it has been
called; of Poet's Corner lle Casaubon, of
great learning$ Camden, prince of English
antlquity, and Isaac Barrow, "'beat schplar
in England.!' =

Aoross the transapt stands the monpu-
ment to Busby, for fifty-sight years the
gevera mastors of  Westminater echool,
“Hig puplls! sald a profune wit, ""when
they come by, look ns pale as hils marhla
in remembrance of his severe exnctions’’
While Bir Roeger de Coverley, alanding
by Busby's tomb, exclalmed:; "Doetor
Busby!'a great' man—whipped my grand-
father—a yery groat man('

Here wos placed the memorinl to Oliver
Goldsmith, Dear Noll! Whom to Know
was 1o Jove, "Ho deserved o place in
Westminster Abboy, und every year he
Jived would have deserved It batlep’'
I4is tablet on the'south wall of the Bouth
Transepl wng placed by the most artigtie
of his admirers—8lp Joshua Roynolda—the |
inseription composed by ftife mosi learned
Douolar Johnson; i i

Johngon himeelf, the glant of that il»
lusirious company, wus next to fall. He
resls near  the  foot pof Bhakespeara's
monument,” elose to  the coffin of his
rriend  Garrick, and over hls Eraye: s
pluded o large, blue Hagstona with' his
name and age. Within a few feet ot John-
son Mes (by one of those sirlking eonln-
aidences dn which the Abbey uabounds)
his - deadly “enemy, James Macpherson,
the ‘author op editor jof Osslan.: Near by
15 the brillant drematisti Rlehard Bring-
ley Sheridun, whose' death \In" extrome
poverty ~And Bubseguent ‘gorgeous {olers
ment in the Abbey eyvoked from a French
Journgl the remark: ''Eroance g the place
Tor a mpn'ef letiera to live In and Hng-
Jang the place for him to dle tn'l o

Mimieitalls but to mention the names ot

thut brillsnt poet dng Inlstopiagy Whomus | 4

‘them, and put on a belt

sneakers satllsfy me, as far as I've got.
and next year when I go to the woods I
teke along sneakers, and take Lwo palrs,
The soles of them' may tear loose, and
vou want a palr in reserve and one or
two exira palrs of laces. T

‘"lake off your suspenders, If you wear
and give your
body a' freedom that will be astonishingly
delightful 'if you have never experiencdd

‘| It, 'and put sneakers on your feet; and
‘then you: can walk the wood trails not

only with safety but with joy unlimited
and -unrestrained.' i
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Three-Year-Old With a Tongue.

Litile Rejane Lea, who resides with her
parents In York road, Lombeth, |5 somc-
thing of ‘a ‘“wonder child.!" She spoals
ag many languages as she s years of

ago.

Although not fuite three, Rajans pral-
tigs fluently.In French, Itallan and Eng-
iish. lp additlon, tha baby lngulst hes
invented & mixture of (he three languages
—a sort of “HEsperanto’—which she ad-
dresses exclusively to’ her: dolls,

Rejano was born In Calro. Hor! mother
ig French ang her father Itallan. Bho
converses with. both parents [n thelr na-
tive languages. A few. months ago Re-
janl was hrought to Tondon;and placed
in the care of a nurse whosa lingulstic
attalnments nre Inflexibly limitnd to Eng-
1ish,: Rejuna I8 a dainty, sprightly little
nilsa with riven black tressns, Bhe ex-
plained last evening - that “lt was. yery
dull heving no one to converse with. It
got vary lon'sy In | time. Just fancy
nurge not being able’ ta speak elther
Yrench or Italian, ‘and she {8 years and
years older than T am! Well, I felt' I
must spegk to some one or dle! Ho I set
to work and learned English.”

“English {s now Reojane's favorite lang-
unge,

When, in o few wecks, Rejane reaches
her third year Bha is to hegin leéarning
Geman, Afterwial. she will be taught
Arable,

Her father le an gccomplished lingulst,
Eo ‘Rejane's ls evidently a case of hered-
{lary talent.—London Dally ' Mall,

Are You a
| '| Subseriber

to a telephone, or do
you annoy your neigh-
bor by running in and '
using’ his? - Why not
have one of your own?
' our Ratrs Are
Reasonable,

Southern Bell Telephone
and Telegraph Co,

! 711 Fast Grace PBtresk
Telephons No, poiL,

Buy Now.

THE STORE THAT SAVES YOU MONEY

Pay Later.

time.

A Grand Chance for Prospective Housekeepers.

 This week will be verily a week of bargains. Nothing quite so great has ever been attempted in Fur-
nituve bargains hefore. You that intend keeping house, now is your chance to buy. We never had so many
money-saving chances to offer you at one time. As to paying, you ean make your own terms, Take your own

YOUR CREDIT IS GOOD.

EASY TO PAY.

EASY TO BUY.

PARLOR SUITES.

A Mahogany Framp Parlor Suite,
whileh s henullfully pollshed and
covered with fine «dualily damnsk
or veroni| ench plece of exira dlze,
best grade of springs. and  finely
hand-tufted backs; speelal 42 0
price for this week s 05

Speclal—A Very Handsome; Ma-
hogany: Finlshed Framo Sulte, up-
holstered In tie heat quallty of
varonin the blggest bargain wo

hiva evor offered, worth $28.75

330, special price. .. o0

Bedroom Sultes, In oak, hirch and

mahogany, Bultes ab - almost any
price. Ong: hundred styles here from
which to make selection,

sts.s“;‘;grm_o"'k Suite,  worth
for Quartered Oak Ded-

$33.5
$45.0

room  Sulte; worth §46.00,

for. Masesive Follahied Ook
Bitlte; worth §60.00,

Ty

Crockery and Lamps.

52.4 for, Decorated 'l'uil_et Het;

worth $3.60,
$4.50

for 12-piece Tollet Sect, wlith
v Jar; worth $7.00,
$1.4

for Decorated Parlor Lamp;

PRy e

0
i

worth' $3.00,
$2.98
13 for this
Elegant
RATTAN
ROCKER,
large
size,
worth
$4.50.

TV Yy

Sideboards.

This stsck of  Sldebonrds Is larger
than three ordinary atores carry. You
cannot afford to buy a Sideboard be-
fore seelng this line. 7

Neat Oak Bldeboard,:

... 98.50

for. i e e e
Large Swelled Front Side-

board. Ve L 513-50
Very - largo  Handsomely

Carved Qak Bldeboard...... 518075

527 50 buys o Quartered Oak Slde-
. board that costs you. eise-
where §40,00.

$ 8.75

for Gulden Oale
Hall Racl: worth
31250,

$12.50

for  YLargn Oal
Hall Wack; worth
$18.00,

$21.50

for Massive Oalk
Hall Rack; worth

iﬁ-i““i"v

Enamel Beds,

We  will

for thla weelk show

)
fo3

Gty -
4

tho

greatoat Metal Bed values ever offor-
ed In thls or any other city at about

one-half of what they cost you clse-

where,  Wa lot prices talk here. You

come and verify them.

519 for Whita Enameled Bed;
. worth $4.00.

$29 tor White Enameled Red;
] wortlh' $6.50,

$55 for. White Enameled | Beds
. worth  $11.00, iy

$7 5 for  White Enameled ' Bed;
Y worth' $16.00, i

sluo for White Hnameled Bed;

) worth §20.00, t

$30.00,

‘Extension Tables.’
$3.7 “for  Oak Bxtenslon Table,
. lika cut, worth $6.60. !
55 5 for Cluster Leg Oalc Tablej

- worth 80,00,
SB 75 for Large Meavy Teg' Oak
L] Exl’cnslon Table, worth §1Z

Carpets.

This ‘Carpet ond Rug . Departmani

demands vour
assoriment_as owell

price,

conslderation for
ns quality

Ingraln Carpet,
Brussels Carpet,
Velvet  Carpet,

Brusuels I'iuéa.

.\xml:_mter _Cr.irui'l,

Velvet IRugs,
Smyrna Rugs,

Ax

mingler Rugs,

Blgelow, Axminster Rugs.! |

Savonnerio f.‘u}'pét, !

Its

and

Tugs of cyvery size and ileseription)

All
lined froe,

floor

covering, made, lafd

and

s

& WHIMS OF
&

What's Doing in the Country.

THE IDLER

|

It is a forty to ome bet that on the
day of resurrection, the hest of all that
|8 coming to poor, erring humanity will
fall to the lot of the country storekeeper.
And here's one who thinks that nothing
enn be too good for this pallent. long-
suftering, mmuch-abused and Ill-rewarded

‘elass of moqey'-mukera, or rather money-

hunters,

Ir I wanted to lake a bee line to saint-
hood—wanted to have the almost positive
asgurance of o ecertain: and rleh reward
fn the hercafter—I | would forthwith
serapa together ' few hundred of the
coln of the roalm and’ establish myself
a8 A merchant on Lho rural cross-roads.

Mind vou, 1 don't’say that I would
start “merchandlzing!’ In the hope of
peace and ease and wealth and comfort
and rost,  Qulte the contrary., The min-

‘ute I knocked the head oft the first bar-

rel of sugar and felt myself bilien by,the
first bucolic fly, 1 would know that I hag
opened a trouble burpau and that from
that hour on to my tinal gosp, 1 would
be a human sacrifice,

| Trouhle comes to all of us In great big
gobs when we go after the dollar, Bome-
tlmes we get It In hunks &nd some-
times we get 1t:in chunks. At any rate
we never quite escape It, But to the
genlus of the country croas-ronds store
it 18 shipped In cnr load lols or hauled
overland In  Btudebaker wogons or
brought 4n person by countless Indlvidun]
natlves, Coesar had his Brutus, Charles
the Tirst his Cromwell and Job his balls,
but your rural merchant gels thoe wholo
combination all In one, Or rather, he hos
overy ‘sort of human pest and it is not
unreasonable to suppoee  that where
everything elss goes  Wrong, the bolls
are mighty apt to be thrown in, loo, At
any rate, with all the rest of his aftlle-
tlons, the hiolls won't maoke much differs

ence ono way or the other,
[ L B )

To the clty man who goes tn the couns-
try with elghieen different kinds of neg-
ligee shirts, plenty of ‘good whiskey nud
o rodlrond tlcket to land him back in
town two hours nfter’the rustle vermin
got to biting too hard, thers {8 something
very  ploluresque about’ ‘n | eross.rouds
store, i

To hegin with, the heterogepeous slack
of euch “emporiums! 18 plways Inter-

"eating.. There are hovrae-collars ond ‘cols

lars for men, barb=wire und confection-
erles, 'Turkey red rallco and julnine pllla,
gielllets and ehewhig gum, tobacgo and
musiang liniment, ribbons and bird shot,
to sny nothing of eamby snd jaclk knives
and brogan shoes and bluegrass breechen
and hopnees and agrioultural implements,

Then, too, there ls that class of pon-
derous, aromatle, Indlspensabile ' merehans
dige hnows  the world  over—or rather
Virginla over=hy the dignified name of

“henvy grocerles,!” A, thlg 18 1he stuft:

thot makes the place: smell good and
draws. the flles and the ltle niggers,
Pheare's the all-pervasive sugar,  wrests
Jug for odoplferous Kupremaoy with the

syosene 0l and ihe Mshles' of Lacop.

Not far to the rear is the barrel of dis-
emboweleg drab mackerel, which poss
thelr monstrous days in the briny deptha
of the rock-salt,'and have naught to hopa
for @ave tha possibility of outdolng In
popularlity. the wholesome, domestic red
herring across the way. A little to the
front—usually on the poreh og the '‘em-
porlum'—are  tho ' coops 'of captive
chickens, perpetually | terrified | by the
sniffings of curlous hound dogs.. lu thelr
pecullar way, the chicken cogps, whether
frelghted with their fluttering prisoners
or emptied by the vornclous demands of
“protracted  moeetlngs,' - are oguite; a8
+gmelly' ‘as the sugar nnd the mackeral
or the herrlng and the keresenec oll, But
why differentinte between the odors? On
a rainy day the smells all becomn blend-
¢d in ene grand, crescendo | olfactory
harmony, which pinys on the human noss
ko the fitful zephyrs en an Aslian harp.

Bueh s i skeleton: sketeh of 'ihe coun-
Lry marchants' stock, or'rather, the mere
vertebrn of I, for dig_he tall e carry
1omilHon ether things: his store would
e n& useless us patent leather shoes for
a nociunal coon-hunt or o Tuxodo coat
for o day's work nt plowing, Remember,
please, that the mundane saint must ca-
ter 'to o thousand whims of a thousand
notives, who regard him ns a public ser-
vant, gifted with a’ sort of second-slight
that enables him Lo know their evory
wish and every thought, To tho couniry
merchant come all elnsses—high, low, rlch
and poor, the old mnd the young, the
block and the white and tho yellow,

Worse still, there must be o multiplicity
of goods Lo suilt the inexplicable vagarl-
ous ofTlhat sex whieh In the commer-
clal world ls notoriously ''uncertain, ooy
and hard to plense.” | HHowever, latent
maoy he one's trading Instincts one may
lenrn in & groundhog case, to buy and
sell the phlegmntic’ mackerel, the slug-
gish gorghum, the, unpretentious horse-
collar or ‘the mallcious; blood-thiraty,
barbwlire, But think of the subtlo cun-
ning, the all-pepetrating wisdom and tho
abnormal knewledge of femlnine nature
required  for the Jjudlelous selectlon of
chenp millinery, attractive bolts of cull-
co, lawn and flannel, er o scductlve ays
ray of ribbon spools,  Goodness, good-
ness, goodness!l A Job lot of assoried
orowns ought to he distributed amoug the
country store-lecpers to-dpy—now, right
now—Lthis instant minute,
L2 e

And when you (nlk about subtle cun-
ning . and all-penctrating’ wisdom and
knowledgo of femipning npture, you do not
gpecify one-half the mental aecomplish-
ments required of country stove-keepers,

To' £t the, elothes of these mundano
salnts one, In additlon to everylhing else,
must be g Napoleon of finance, o philan-
thropie, a peliticlen, o ‘quagl lawyer, o
flrst-clngs mechanle, o pretty good doe-
tor, n horse expert and o father con-
fessor,  The rursl merehnnt, (oo, must
he a# bropd-minded ns the author of nn
enoyelnpiedhi, yet he must conquer pn ins
finitude af dotall. When lhe coases (o
sell for dollure and gents—as ha must do
every hour in the day—and beging to bar-
tor hits gomds for the producs offered Iy
hls patrons, his wits must bo as shilrp
e toeke. It lakes & mathematielan to
deal oul Van ege's worth of needles!'! o
v rabblt-skin's sworth of pepper’' withaut
vheating um.uuuluu\m' v Injuring e
finonplul stnnidlng of the louss, Amil upa
hng to lundlé. fruations witl the same
foellity: gng lhindlo® drlpd beang, when he
eplepliies how “many  sacks of flone n
trieps iy enbitied 1o 4n jange (or e'ght

: . r
rosc-cotnbed young roesters or rive minx
pelts. 1 2

But what ara lightning ealeulations ov
perilous | winlks ' through  Intricote frive-
tional labyrinths In comparfgon with that
exerclsg of' gound judgment: required,
when Old Man Crookshanks whose lnnds
hove been hopelessly puncturcd by CrLw-
fish, galled by the “brolllng sun and
smothered | by  morigages,  asks. elght
months’ time on' his fertilizer, )

Talk about nuts to crock—here’s one.
TLike all the ayrlad band of | the lm-
pecunious, Old Man Crookshanks 18 quiy=
eringly  sensitive und though' he  wero.
burled ns deep In martgages as i moth
fn s fenther bed, 1t owould Tnovel oeeul
to’ him that he should not be elassificd
as o good Mrigk.’

And he's not the 'only one who lregps tha
profit and loss nedount allvosnot the'only
one who brings the appressjve. breath of
poveriy Into the Hemporium!'iand makes
the country storekeeper almost wish he
werp dend, Thera are nlways the wonien
—the Virginig ladics, who so often nwalen
to find themseclves penniloss, hopelesaly
ignorant of husiness and without slngle
stAff. on which (o) ledin save the flour-
sprinkled saint' In his ghirl-sleeves, who
unwittingly - runs charlty  mill which
apparently grinds out unstinted grist.

Tow 1L 15 all managed without the hank-
ruptey Bequel, Meaven only. knows, And
aurely Heaven sught to know, for in. Lad
atl-laden, augar-scented atmosphere ol tha
gountry =lora all Ufe's (1iLelo wrngediod
and comedles: avo  endetpd. | Years roll
by, hut the scene rarply  changes, It
defles progress and clings'lo lts dollelous
maividunlity. | True,  tha scasotis paint
thelr  own portralts (n inimitable colors
on the sirrounding lnndscape and th 80
colors, in n way, are reflected within ‘the
walls nf tho store. But that I8 il 1n
the springtime, whigh, by the way, Is
hentime, more eggs ara to be bartered,
In the radiant, ‘gllded summertima ‘the
rapldly decomposing vegetable, of which
watermelon. (s king, elamora nt the “em-
porlum' /for malerial  recognition,  Lre
the cymblin, the lomato nnd. the ronst-
Ing enr hpve been exchonged for the ple-
bald strlp of savory hacon, {he lmpris-
oned chinkopin bursts . from Ita briatly
prigon and proclalms the ndvent of au-
tumn.  Then come hundreds of frults of
the sofl (o tho ecouniry store amd the
lghtning calenlntor must wark overtime
and hngale pertinaclously In hMs vexas
tlous bargnins. That j& the fleating Lime
of 'pleruy--rsr complaednt!y full stomuoehs.

Last of nll conich that paralyzing seh=
gon so dreaded In the gountry—desolate,
money-caling, remorseless winter, whose
Imsatinhle maw the wisest and most pru-
dent can baraly £l

Now, indeed, (ha tinaneinl fate of the
emporium hangs o the balanpe for much
of tha greptly-wanted guano,” whiah,
by the way, should havo becn pit I thg
amell-pradicing category, has f(alled to
malko good oni the ungriteful Jand,

No longer Ao the flles pow hum  thelr
drowsy roundelnys, but o Pandora's box
of far more pestiferous nsccts nre buz-
zing in the braln of the country’ mers
ahant. Flowever lightly others muy earey
thelr  finaneclal  bupdens,  tho time had
come for him 1o pay, Bul he fg net
nlone with his harrowlng thoughts,  Fia
hns company A plenty, Desldes the, red-
nosed, - chap-faeed swarm wha poup In
for kerosenn oll, sughr, coffee, Balt pork
beans (Yall an eredit,’! alns), there ds the
gonial, whacedspewing  compuny, whao
assemblp meath the overhanging fringe
of rahbll sking to warm the stoye and
exchonge pessimisms concerning the diss
appolntmenta of agrignitural lite. A good-
1y erawd of hewhlskered {dlera nrp thosa—
w erowid Lo wheno tha olock has no alg-
nitiennen—n  orowd, who amiably cregard
storekesper as an automallo entets

tho
tniner, w, publle convenlence, o riehly~
yowarded hosh, noman who ls fmpervious

to interruntions gpd beyond  the reach
of ireifability, I

How the merchant llves through It all
unil keeps hig hands umkialned by murder,
gisen,  Lhelt and felonious pBgRMIL, we

(]

derstand!
But the

sheep a3

from misery:

neryous urban broad-winners cinnoc.
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PETTIT AND COMPANY, |

Corner Foushee and Broad Streetis.

try Storekcepbr's dny '.I'I'.l.!.l-‘)

SALE.

SPEGIAL CARRIAGE

and Second-Hand Vehicles |

jnevitably come, and when it does comel
he will be pastured high up among the
the goitd (a5 joy- 180

ol great variety at manu-|
facturer’s prices, to enter |
more largely in the man-
ufacture of venicles for
the retail trade. '
Call and See
My Stock.

I SMITH

314 N. 5th St.

tion
house

from

Beott,

‘Thera's
style about our fine

WALL PAPERS

that makes them attractive and/
decorative,

designers,

of  this

na

n certain

Importod

the factory ot

Silk Now Ready,

R. B. BRAUER

Successor to B Ly Brauer & Bro,,
No. 208 N. I'ifth 8t 'Phone 10690,

We are Enstuining the reputa--
old 'established |

Leading Decorators

individunl -

goods
Ernest
gehulty, Dessan, Gormany; ather,
importations after the fnmaoua’
Yoysey & Balllls’

Full Line New Japanese Leath:
ors, Grass Cloth and Kahkl

Quite a treat Lo look over,
thesa beautiful creations, Coma’
in and have a loak; cost
nothing, i

you
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